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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Between the

United States Department of the lnterior
and the

United States Department of Agriculture

l .  Purpose. This Memorandum of Understanding establishes
the basis tor interagency investigation of serious fire-related
accidents.

ll. Introduction. lf the causal factors of a serious Jire-related
accident are identitied, effective corrective actions to prevent
a recurrence can be laken. Interagency investigations add
perspective and enhance the mix of skills and knowledge
on the investigation team. Interagency invesligations are
especially important where there are common managemenl
and corrective action issues.

lll. Policy. Interagency investigations will be conducted
whenever a serious fire-related accident occurs on a USDA
Forest Service managed fire, Department of the Interior
managed fire, or a jointly managed fire. Aircraft accidents
occurring during wildland fire operations wil l be investigated
by the National Transportation Safety Board, the USDA Forest
Service, and the Deoartment of lhe Interior in accordance with
established laws and agreements.

lV. Definitions.

A. Serlous Fire-Related Accidents. Accidents occurring
to personnel parlicipating in wildland fire suppression or
prescribed burning operations, or lo personnel working
in direct support of those activit ies, which result in one
or more fatalities or the hosoitalization of three or more
oersonnel.

B. Co-Lead lnvestigations.Team leaders from both
Departments and team members from both Departments.

Q. Agency-Lead lnvestigations. Single team leader and
team members from both Departments.

V. Procedures. Interagency investigation teams wil l include
personnel from both the Deoartment of the Interior and the
Deparlment of Agriculture. Representatives of the Department
ot Labor, Occuoational Saletv and Heallh Administration will

be invited to part icipale in these investigations, or wi l l  be given
ful l  support to conduct their own investigation.

A. Co-Lead lnvestigations will be conducted whenever:

1. A serious f ire-related accident occurs on a USDA
Forest Service/Department of the Interior joint ly managed
fire. or.

2. A serious f ire-relaled accident involving USDA Forest
Service personnel occurs on a Department ol the lnterior
managed f ire, or,

3. A serious fire-related accident involving Department of
the Interior personnel occurs on a USDA Forest Service
managed fire.

B. Agency-Lead lnvestigationswill be conducted whenever
only one agency is responsible for managing a f ire, and a
serious fire-related accidenl occurs affecting only personnel
ol that same agency. The agency responsible for managing
the f ire wil l  lead the investigation.

Vl. Timelrames. The report should be completed and a copy
submitted to the appropriale Departmental Designaled Safety
and Health Otf icial(s) within 45 calendar days of the accident.

Vl l .  Training and Quali l icat ions. Team leaders,
investigators, and special ists wil l  meet minimum training
and qualification standards as jointly established by the
Department of Agricul lure, the Department of the Interior, and
the National Wildl ire Coordinating Group.
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